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To which is annexed 


His SPEECH at his Execution, 
Auguſt 22. 16 7 9. 6 


Being at London on All-Saints-day, when the Proclamation came forth to 
command all Catholiques to depart from thence by the Friday folowing, { 
obeyed, and came to a Friends houſe in Worceſterſhire, nor intending” to 
ſtay there ; bat the King's ſecond Proclamation being prefently oablifieg 

"That no Citholique ſhould walk above Five miles without being opt and carried 
before a fuſticeto have the Oths tendred, I asked Counſel of the wiſeſt could, 
bmth of Progeſtants ( whereof one was a Lawyer ) and another 'a Conſtable; as 
alſo of Carholiques, Whether that. Proclamation did ſo ſtr ongly oblige that it per+ 
mitted me no lon;er to go further ? They all concluded 1t was not 7 ew to go\; fo 

1 reſolved to obey, and ſtay where 1 was, and with good reafon. *\. * 33G 

Firſt, Becauſe all Choliques are obliged to obey the Kinf's Commands in all 
things that are not againſt our Religion aud Conſcience, and His Commands in this 

"Wethre are apainſt neither. 7 POT UNE WULY wat 

» Secondly, Skoula 1 have diſobeyed, anil have been taken, in' Penalty 1 fhonkd 
have ſaftered,which wenld a0t have been ſo directly for my Conſcience and Religios 
fake, as for iſobeying the King's Command ; beca:ſe in caſe I ſhonld be taken. by 
ſtaying there in obedrence ta the Proclamation, and be carried before the Puſtices 
to have the Oaths offered, whgt ever I was to ſuffer for refuſing them, I ſhould have 
this donble c:mfort before God, and the King ; before the King, bioanſe I rather 
choſe to ſtay there, than remave ag ain(t Hs Command ; before God, becauſe I ra- 
ther choſe* to go to Priſon, than to remove' from his Law, by taking the Oaths 
a8 rinft my Conferenes—-Thexefore 1 was taken and pt in Priſon 
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The manner of tay bcing raken' was as followeth, +. .\ av 
© 

« The Sheriff's Deputy came to the Houſe whete I was with fix or eight men',\i62 

- Arzel# a Glhtlemas 4 the Houſe for Debi +» Tit Officers coming into the. Houſe 

in the morning, and not findiug the perfon they Came for, broke dewn all the. doors 

2 ab among the rei mine, before { was ont of Bed, and by a miſtake Arreſted me. 
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inftead of the other Gentleman; and although'the Deputy, coming into my Cham- 
ber, looking on me, told them they were decerved, for 1 was not the man they came 
for ; yet other Soldiers coming into my Chamber, one of them ſaid he knew me: Ut 
ſeems he had been a Servant inthe Houſe ſeven Tears before, thereſore he ſaid he 
would have me to the fuſtices, and bid his Companions ſecure me , and ſo they 
did, and would not let me go out of their ſight, wntil they carried me beſere the 

wſtice; And this they did, without eu her Conſt able , or Warrant:, Law or 

uſt ice, 

ot I came before the Juſtice of Peace,l told him t he occaſion that had brought 
me to him; and if I would have taken the Oaths, I had been preſently freed ** 
But I told them that perſuaded me to take the Oaths, That it was againſt the 
Paith and Religion I profeſſed, and againſt my Conſcience, and 1 would never of- 
fend againſt euther, by ſo complying, whatever 1 ſuffered for the contrary. 
- The juitices Wiſe was 6.4.5 oh towards me,and deſiring to ſpeak private- 
ly with me, ſhe nſed hey beſt perſuaſions to me to comply with what was deſired of 
me concerning the taking the Oaths, for fear of further trouble or danger. . I ati- 
ſwered her with thanks, and told her, That I was ſorry ſhe had no better opinion 
of me, than to think 1 had profeſt ſuch a Faith and Religion all my life-time, and 
now pon the trial could be moved with any fear or danger (which God forbid.) 
1 told her it was ſuch a Faith, that in it 1 depoſed my Soul,my Confidence, Heaven 
and Eternal Life, and therefore I neve r did, nor ( by God's grace ) never would 
fear to ſuffer for it what pleaſed God ; For who could fear even Death itſelf of 
the Body whoſe life 1s moment ary, for Profeſſion of that Faith wherein he depoſeth 
rhe Eterual life of his Soul? 

This Arſger ſatisfi'd both her and my ſplf , for I was reſolved ro make a pub- 
lick, Profeſſion of my Faith and Religion; upon which I return'd to the Juſtice, 
who rhought fit I ſhould go to another Fuſtice, who was Sw John Packingron, 
whither alſo he went with me, 

When 1 came to Sir John, he asked me who I was? I anſwered him, I was 4a 
Gentleman ſufficiently known for theſe 20 Tears in Worceſterſhire to all ſorts of 
People, He aiked me of what Calling I was? 1 anſwered him, of none, He 
atked me what Eſtate I had? I anſwered, I was no Landed-man, Then he 
athed me, If I would take the Oaths ? 1 anſwered, I underſtood them not, He 
replied, Will you take them, or will you uot ? 1 told him if he pleaſed to let me ſee 
\gbemn, / ſhould return him my Anſwer. 

Now the reaſon why I defered to ſee the Oaths, was, becauſe I was reſolved to 


awake a Publick Declaration of my Faith,that they were agaiuſt my Conſeicnce,and «+ 


therefore by declaring publickly the Reaſons why 1 could not take them, ut ſhould be 
pablickly known,that whatſoever 1 was to ſuffer for not taking them, was for no 
other cauſe but for my Faith and Religion, becauſe I would not ſwear againſt my 
Conſcience—- For, would I have taken them, I bad been there alſo freed, 

When the Oaths were brought to me, they told me I maſt read them ont aloud, 
but I told them that becauſe it was a publick place,and many there preſent of ſeve- 
fFal degrees, as well of the Houſholders, as Strangere, 1 feared leaſt readirg thewt 
aloxd, ſome that beard pe might think I ſware what I read, and ſo might go and 

+ they beard me take the Oaths before the Juſtices, Bus they declared they 
- wowld not think ſo | ſo I vead thom over and over, which when 1 bad done, I ſaid 
aloxd, God ſave the King ; and then declared to both the fuſtices, and all the reſt, 
#8 this manner, . 


I am ready to ſwear as followeth : 


That 1 ever all my life-time have been, and now am, and ever will be to my lait 
breath, as faithſul a SubjeFt to the King, as any Subjett whatſoever, and as faith- 
ful pf 1 ſhould take the Oaths now offered by them ro ime an hundred times over; 

<bat cas for taking theſe Oaths offered me,T conld not take them whatever 1 ſuffered, 
"uni he reaſon was, becauſe 1 underſtood what an Ofth was, and #he conditions 
which God has preſcribed ro m, before any could call him to witneſ 

Yevg of any ſuch Oat bs. $4 WK 
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(3) 
The Conditions which God has preſcribed I told them were cheſe. 


Thou ſhalt ſwear the Lord liveth in truth, and in jadgment, and in righteouſ-: 
ntſs ; ſo that in every Oath, the life of God, rhe truth of God, the judgment of 
God and his righteouſneſs, are included by all which we ſwear , and the Oath we 
take is to have all theſe Conditions, truth, judgment, and righteouſneſs, Jerem. 4.- 
Therefore if 1 ſhould take theſe Oaths which are concerning damnable Dottrines 
and Hereſies, I muit call God to witneſs that 1 vo more believe him to be a living 
God and true God, a juit and righteous God, than I believe theſe things contained 
in the Oaths to be true, juit and righteous, to ſwear to which Oaths 1 do not nor 
Cannot in my Conſcience believe to be ſo, For, beſore I or any man elſe can under- 
ſtand the Contents of theſe Oaths to be trme, as to call God to witneſs that I bee 
lieve them to be as true, juit and righteous, 1 mnt be able to define what is Faith. 
or Hereſie in theſe Contents I ſwear to, and 1 muit knew the full extent of all caſes 
of this nature that God has left to all Temporal Princes and their Power z; 1 mmnit 
alſo underſtand the full extent of all caſes of this nature of power ſpirunal which 
God hath left in his Church in or over Chriſt ian Kingdoms of Temporal Monarchs, 
which power in theſe Oaths I am to ſwear on the one fide, and forſwearing the 
other. | : 

1 told them I was not of capacity nor knowledge to ſet the Confines to each 
Power, or to determine or define the extent given by God ro all in this nature, ſo at 
ro ſwear and call God to witneſs I am as ſure of ut, as 1 am ſure he is a lroing 
God, as I muit do if I take theſe Oaths, the extent of which I did not underſtand 
in my Conſcience to be ſo as to believe them ; Therefore I could not nor wonld not 
ſwear to them. 1 having ſpoken theſe things, no body ſaid any more to me, bas 
the 7wſtices going out of the Hail made my Mittimus and Sentence for Worceſter 
PriJon, becauſe I would not take the Oaths they tenared me. 


I have been ſince called to the Bar at the S-frons,where I ſpake to the ſame 
effeCt before Judge Srreer, and the Jultices, as I had ſpoken before to Sir Zohn 
Pac 411gton, having firſt asked their leave to ſpeak, which they gave me fyr a 
little cime, and then bid me return to the Priſon.——Bur firſt they were urgenc 
with me to anſwer policively, 4 or Vo, wasI a Jeſuirical Prieſt, or was l not? 
To which I anſwered, Ic was an cafie thing for me to ſay No, but by ſaying 
No, | might prejudice others, who hereafter being asked the fame queſtion, 
if they &1d not anſwer Vo, it might be an Arzument that they were guilty, 
if they did not deny ir,as orhers before them wad doune.--- Therefore I defired 
that what proof could be bronghr- againſt me, might be produced'againſt me, 
and I wou!d anſwer for my lt: But I defired I might not be urged roanſwer 


- £A» or No,gto any thing, before ſome Wirnefs or Argumevyt came vgainſt mes 


for, | rold thein in fuch Caſes, neither Law of Cod nor Man obliged any one 
( alchough be was guilty to bear witneſs agaiaſt himf-/f without fome proof 


» were alledged againſt him, for, that was nv leſs thia ro be his own Execu- 


tioner. 
The Judge anſwered there were Witneſſes would ſwear againſt me. 
I anſwered if Wirnefles could. make out what they fware of me, then my 
life was at the King's mercy : But in the mean time I rold them I remained. 
uiltleſs, though I did not anſwer them to their q.eſtions 4y or Ne, becauſe 
T cold them that being my ſaying No in my own behalf would nor be ſuffi- 
cient reſtimony to acquir me, therefore there was no reaſohh why any man 
ſhould be urged to ſay Ay to accuſe ones (elf though he was guilty. | 
Upon this the Judge ſent me ro Priſon again at Worceſter, where now I am, 
which Imprifonment, in theſe Times eſpecially, when none can ſend to their 
Friends, nor Friends come to them, is the beſt means ro teach us how to pur 
our confidence in God alone in all things ; and then he will make his promife 
good, Toat all things ſhall be added to ws, Luke 12. which Chapter, if eve 
one would read, and make good uſe of, a Priſon would be better than a Pa- 
lace ; and a Confinement for Religion;and a good Confcience-ſake,more yo 
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fant than all the liberties the World could afford. As for my own part, God 


give me his ,grace, and all , fairliful Chriſtans their., pravers:, 1 am happy 
enough; And. as for others,[ befeccn God thar che evil example of thoſe Thar 
ſwear againſt their Conſciences, may not be'Quides for the reſt to follow, nor 
their Deeds a Rule to their Aftions. We'@)''ought to follow the narrow way, 
though there be many difficulties in it :. It”; an cafic rhing to run the blind 


way of liberty, but God deliver us all from broad, fiveer ways, We know . 


what 706, ſaith of Libertines, They lead their tives in the goods of this world, and 
in a moment thty dtſcend into Hell. But, as our Saviour faith, What 4:th it profit 
4 man to gan the world, and bſe his foul? | 

God gave feb 2 goodly. increaſe for all 'the riches he took from him, and 
bleſt his latter end more than his beginning , 'and gave him an Hundred and 
forty years, of flouriſhing life for his ſhore afflition, in which, his conſtancy 
and faith in God was tried; and our Saviour promiſerh an Hundred- fold to all 
that Jeave Goods,and every thing willingly for bis ſake.--- Who well conſiders 
this, will be content to leave both Friends and Fortunes, afhd Freedom hy Im- 


priſonment, for their Faith and Religion- fake, ri!! ſuch rime as it ſhall, pleaſe ' 
God and rhe King ( in obedietice ro whoſe Command they ſulter ) ro releaſe | 
them. And in the mean time they will have rhis comfort, Thar they give a 


Teſtimony they fear God, and honour the King ; They fear God, becauſe rhey 


chooſe rather to ſuffer Perſecurion,than ſwear againſt their Conſciences ; They 


hanor the King,becauſe they are willing to ſufter the Penalries He coo:mands,, 
and yet remain faithful Subjefts ro Him, whom God long preſerve, with His" 
Parliament and People, in al) happineſs, 


On Tueſday, April 15. 1679, I came before Fudge Atkins ar Worceſter,to have 
my Canſe tryed at the Seſſions, having been Commurred frue Months before 19 
Worcelter- Caſtle by :wo Juſtices of the Peace, Sir John Packinton, and\Adr. 
Townſon, becauſe / refuſed the Oaths of Supremiacy and Allegianct, and there- 

"ſore was ſuſpetted to be a feſuitical Prieſt, - 


The manner of my Tryal was as ſolloweth. 

{,. Four Witneſſes were brought in againſt me;Three of them were forced by 
Warrant ro come in, whether they would or no, from ſeveral Towng, and were. 
forc'd rd fpeak all that they knew,had heard,or ſeen, concerning me ; neirher 
J;nor-any of my Friends knowing, that any would be compelled fo to do, be- 
fore the time of my Tryal was come. The fourth Witneſs came of his own 
accord for Lucre ſake, who, the ſame day that 1 was firſt brought ro Worceſter 
Priſon, offered himſelf to ſwear before the Mayor of the Town, that I was 2 
Prieſt, before ever be came to fee who I was, 


The Teſtimony which he gave againſt me before the Fudge, was this. 


He ſwore he had been at Confeffion with me, and that he had received the * 


Sacrament at my hands about rwo years before at his Fathers houſe, whiPR 
he was a Catholique zand after he became aProteſtant,he ſaid I rold him af- 
terward he ſhould turn back frum whence he had fallen, elſe he would be 


-damaned, 


The other three Witneſſes that were forced to come in againſt me, when 
they came before the Grand Jury, and were urged to take their Oaths,to rell 
that which they never had known nor ſeen concerning my being a Prieſt, they 
all ynanimouſly declared, That they had nothing to ſay againſt me , ard that 


they were by violence forced ro appear there; and therefore they ſaid they 


would neyer ſwear nor ſay any thing againſt me, for they knew nothing to ac- 
cuſe me of: which when the Jury heard, they called for the Jaylor to take 
the Party that firſt denied to ſwear toPriſon ; thinking by this violent way 
of proceeding ſo co afright them;thart they ſhould ſay ſomerhing,out of which 
advantage ſhould be taken againſt me ; which the better to effect, they made 
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them firſAay their hands on the Bible, and then kiſs it, which they did. Theti 
the Jupy told them, that now they were ro rel! all the truth according as they 
were asked.---Firſt they asked whether any of them had ever heard me read? 
One anſwered, yes, the Bible, and ſometimes any other Book. Then they 
asked, Whether they had ever ſeen me pray? It was anſwered, ves. Then they 
asked what Cloaths I had on when+-prayed ? And whether I uſed to change 
my Cloaths when I came to pray ? In theſe and other like queſtions they 
ſifred them, ro ger out any thing that might do me hurr, 

But how Charitable or Chriſtian-like theſe Proceedings of the Jury wete, 
ler the World judge Now, as God will Hereafrer ; For, if this be a charitable 
way of proceeding among Chriſtians,that our Neighbors ſhould by ſuch ſtrange 
violence, as by Warrant and Oath be brought againſt their wills from any part 
of England , to ſwear whatever they have fcer, heard, or known of their 
Neighbors, what horrid Confuſions and Od:»w's muſt this make among all 
ſorts of People both Friends and Foes ? --- Burt | do not blame thoſe three: 
Wirnefles, atter they had been inconſiderately induced ro lay their hands up- 
on the Bible, and kit ir ; 1 ſuppoſe they judged themſelves bound to ſey whar 
they did, 

After this, when the Jury had got out of thom what they could; the four 
Witneſſes and I were called before the Judge, The firſt Witneſs that came to 
ſwear againſt me, as the cuſtom is, repeated his teſtimony over again before 
the Judge, and ſo did the other three that were forced ; which when I heard 
how abſurd and inſignificant ſome of their reſtimonics were, I inconſiderately 
ſmiled, at which the Judge being oftended, I humbly begged his Pardon, and 
told him I was ſorry for it.--- Bur foraſmuch as laughing or ſmiling were paſ- 
ſions of Nature, over which no man had a free courſe or power, I hoped and 
beſeeched him not to impure ir to me; he rold me he would nor be difpleaſed 
at me forit. Then he asking me, whether I was guilty , or nor guilty of my 
Accuſations ? and I anſwering, Not guilty, he bad me ſhew it, by anſwering 
for my ſelf; I rold himI was r:-+dy ro do it; but told him firſt,l bad an hum- 
ble Petition to his Lordſhip, which was, that I defired a full and free liberty 
without hindrance to anſwer to every Objection, and plead for my ſelf; I al- 
ſo defired he would reflet in my behalf, that as he was to be my Judge, fo 
he was to be my Advocate, And foraſmuch as all earthly Judges were to 
imitate the heavenly Tudge, who as Advocate ten thouſand t!mrs mitigares 
the ſeveriry of a Judge , whiPſt his hand of mercy is infinice'y ſtrerched 
forth beyond the hand of judgment. And therefore ! begged of his Lord- 
ſhip, that I might find rhe favor of an Advocate from bim, rather than the ti= 
gor of a Judge, eſpecially in thoſe things which according to Law may be ad- 
vantageous or diſadvantageous to me,which 1 underitanding not how ro make 
the beſt uſe of them, deſired his Lordſhip would vouchſafe ro do ir for me ; 
which that the better he might be moved to do, I defired he would be plea- 
ſed to conſider that this my Life and Concerns were (in compariſon of others 
greater) not ſo much conliderable,I being bur a private perfun,yer my Lirle 
was to me Much, becauſe my Little was my All; and my Life tro me were 
as much as Ceſars or Solomons were to them ; and as great a gift from God 
to me, as theirs to them; and therefore God has laid as great an obligation on 
ine co defend my ſelf and my life, as he had on them for theirs, and/alfo had 
given to every one a ſtrict command not ro impair or prejudice me in the 
jeaſt,no more than the greateſt Porentare. Therefore being I was now brought 
before him in a Caſe, where the World as much as concerns me, lay at ſtake, 
and my Life, and my Credir, I did humbly beſcech his Lordſhip to proceed 
accordingly with me, as I preſumed according to his prudence and worth he 
would. He afſented to whar I petitioned,and did bid me ſpeak for my ſelf. 

In anſwer therefore to the firſt voluntary Wirnefs againſt me,l told his Lord- 
ſhip ic was true, Thad been at ſuch a night at his Fathers houſe, and according- 
ly, as I was defired by him, I ſtaid all nighr.---Bur as for this Witneſs, | was a 
ſtranger to him, and he to me, as he confeſt himſelf. Then the Judge asked 


him, Whether be knew me before or no ? For he declaged publickly,Thar be 
B never 
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never knew me, nor ſaw me before or ſince, till tie ſaw me at Worcefer , and 
yer he ſaid the next morning he made his Confeflion' ro me, and | gave him 
the Communion at Maſs as he ſuppoſed in my Chamber; but he {aid that none 
of all the Family was preſent at that time, only he and | alone; whereupon I 
deſired the Judge to conſider what potiible likelihood could be of the eruth in 
this his affirmation, that I ſhould come to a honſe wlicre 1 was acquainted 
with them all, Father, Mother, and Children, with a!! bur this Wirneſs who as 
he declared knew me not, nor ever had ſren me befure, what likelihocd is 
there I ſhould ſay Maſs before him alone, hear his Confeflion, and give him the 
Sacrament, and ſo go away without any one of the Family (with whom 1 was 
ſo well acquainted ) bearing, ſeeing,or knowing the leaſt of this chat paſt be- 
tween him and me.---I therefore defired my Lord to ask him, Whether I ſpake 
of Confeſſion or Communion? or what I ſaid ro him when I gave it him? or 
whether I rold him I would give him the Sacrament 2 which when the Judge 
had asked him, he anſwered, That indeed I never had ſpoken ro him either 
about Confeſſion or Communioa to come to cither-; neither did he know 
what I ſaid to him, when I gave him Bread like a Water ; bur he of his own 
accord did defire me to hear his Confeſſion, and give him the Wafer which he 
took.--- Whereupon the Judge asked how it came to paſs that he,never having 
known nor ſeen me before, nor I ſpoke with him about Confethon or Com- 
munion, how could he now tell who I was,or how could he defire ſuch a thing 
of me who was a meer ſtranger to him, ncither of us knowing any thing of 
one anothers condition ; ſure, ſaid the Judge, we do not give the Communion 
on ſuch terms.---To which he anſwered, that his Father had cold him, that if 
he would he might confeſs ro me,and that I would give him the Communion.-- 
So although he had ſworn before, that none in the houſe was witneſs, or ſaw 
him confeſs or receive, yet rather than be confounded, he would bring his Fa- 
ther into confuſion, and-accuſe him as guilty of being the cauſe of what he 
did, which might be the ruine of his Family. 

But the Judge taking no notice of what he had accuſed his Father, ſpake to 
me, and told me, by this ir might appear, That I had raken upon me what be+ 
longed to the Priefts Office, by hearing his Confeſſion, and giving him the 
Wafer. To which I replied, that with his leave, I would make ir appear,that 
all which this Witneſs had ſaid againſt me, did not at all prove me to be a 
Prieſt, or to have taken the office of a Prieſt upon me; for all he ſaid I had 
done, I might do it lawfully though no Prieſt, ſo might other men that never 
were nor would be Prieſts do the ſame, as many thouſands had done and did 
do through the world. He asked me how I could prove that ? I anſwered, 
as to his Confeſſion he ſpoke of, in the nature he declared it, it was only an 
act of charity for me to do as 1 did, and every Chriſtians duty obliges every 
man to do the ſame that he ſaid I had done for him, and the ſame was praCti- 
ſed by all Sets whatſoever , that never knew what belonged to Prieſthood ; 
For, if our Neighbor have any thing that perplexed his mind, there is no bet- 
rer way to eaſe it, than by ſpeaking of it to any whom he ſuppoſed might 
know how to rake away or mitigate his Grievances by counſel or advice ; And 
therefore this Witneſs having underſtood ſomething from his Father, that 
might move him to confide in me, came of his own accord, as he ſaid he did, 
to impart his mind to me, and therefore I ſhould not have fulfilled Chriſtian 
duty, if I ſhould have lighted bis trouble, and not have given him leave to 
eaſe his mind to me, and, in the beſt way I could, endeavor to afliſt him, and 
divert his trouble, though I was a ſtranger, being that he of his own accord,as 
he ſaid, came ro me for that intent, and therefore I defired the Judge to ask 
him, if it were otherwiſe than what I had told his Lordfhip ? 

The Judge replied that I went further ; for, as he ſays, I gave him the Wa- 
fer or Communion, I anſwered, that ſuppoſe I had given him the Wafer or 
Communion ( which whether I did or no I was not certain ) yet according to 
his own word, this could no way prove that Igave him the Sacrament ; for, 
let himſpeak if I told him ic was ſo; or let him declare if I aid any thing to 
him concerning the Communion, er what I faid ; he could not fay I did, only 1 

gave 
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gave lim ſomething ; therefore I told the Judge, that if he pleaſed; to give 
me leave, I would tell his Lordſhip what practice ever had been, and is con- 
ſtantly uſed inthe Catholick Church chroughour the world, in giving hollowed 
bread or water,which is nothing belonging to the Communion or Sacramencr ; 
for, I rold my Lore, as there was holy water kepr in all private houſes, as 
well as in the Chapels, and places of Prayer, ſo there was alſo holy bread, and 
ſomerimes of the ſame nature as rhe Wafer or the Communion, and of this as 
well as of the other ſort of bread, was on Sandays, and other certain daies, 
not conſecrated as the Communion, but only bleſſed as holy water by the 
word and prayer, and fo diitribured ro men, women, and lictle children, of 
ewo or three years old ; and ſuch like hallowed bread thouſands of men, 
women and children, take, and may carry about them, and keep in their 
houſes, and eat it at any time, and give it when, and to whom they would, 
to children, or others; and for my parr, I have many times in my life raken 
it from others at any time; when I had it, or was in any private houſe where 
I found ir, I have taken it ro cat my ſelf, and given it to any man, woman, or 
child, ſomerime they deſiring it, ſometime of my own accord [ gave it, and 
ſo poſſibly I have given it to the man that witneſleth here againſt me; and if 
he know rhe contrary, but that it was as I ſaid, I dehire that he would ſpeak: 
But he had nothiog to ſay of me to the contrary, 

Iappealed ro my Lord to judge whether this teſtimony, or any other teſti- 
mony this Witneſs brought againſt me, were of any force or value to make 
me guilty in this matrer, which no waies could be made out againſt me. 

I proceeded therefore ro anſwer his third Accuſation againſt me, which was, 
that I ſhould have told him,that ifhe did nor return to the Faith from whence 
he had fallen, he would be damned. To this my Anſwer to my I ord was, 
Thar I had all my life time been ſo fearful of ſuch raſh Judgment, thar I do 
d:. _-* it in the preſence of God, as I did before him, that I had rather dye, 
th. | .cſume to pronounce the ſentence of damnation againſt any man; but I 
told his Lordſhip, that if he pleaſed to give me leave, I would relate what [ 
had ſaid ro him, and others, upon the like occaſion, which the Judge being 
willing to hear, 1 told him, that I being at this man's Mother-in-law's houſe, 
who was of 0 Religion, no more than this Witneſs, and the Mother defirin 
ro hear w' t Catholicks held, and the reaſons for which we believe ſu 
points of Fuith, I told her what we held, and ſhewed her the proofs for what 
we held in her own Bible,and when ſhe made any difficulty whether ſuch texts 
of Scripture were to be underſtood as we underſtood them, or in any other 
ſenſe, I ſhewed ker our of the Proteſtant Practice of Picty, and out of the 
Proteſtant Common Prayer-Book, thar not only Catholicks, but all Proteſtants 
underſtood them in ſuch a ſenſe ; and ſhe having thoſe Books by her, Irturned 
choſe places to her to read in her own Books, and ſo ſhe did, and yer neither 
the Bible, nor Common Prayer-Books, nor Practice of Piety, could fatisfie, or 
make her believe; whereupon I cold her, that if ſhe were a Chriſtian,ſhe muſt 
believe ſumething; for, as ſhe believed, ſo ſhe ſhould be ſaved : --- I told her 
alſo what the Bible declared ro her, That withour Faith it was impoſſible to 

leaſe God, and I bad her conſider the text that faich, Whatſoever is not of 
Faith is fin ; as alſo the rexrt that ſaith, The juſt man liveth by Faith, and de- 
fired her to read thoſe words of our Saviour, where he faith, He that be- 
lieveth ſhall be faved, but he that believerh not ſhall be damned ; which ſhe 
did read ; and this Wirne(s being then preſent, and | ſaying the ſame then be- 
fore him, I ſuppoſe, from this rexr, he accuſed me that I ſhould fay, he would 
be damned, hecauſe I repeated, and ſhewed them our Saviour's words, as they 
appear in that place of Scripture. 

[ having thus anſwered all the teſtimonies this Wicneſs could bring in againſt 
me, I referred my ſelf to his Lordſhip, and all the Bench, to judge whether 
any thing this Witneſs had ſaid againſt me, would make me. guilty : The judge 
ſaid but little ro ir, but called for the next witneſs (who was Father to this 
firſt) who was ſo much grieved at the proceedings of his ungracious Son,that 
he could not forbear to ſhed rears all the time thar his Son produced ſuch 


Accuſations againſt me ; ſo that he appeared more witneſs againſt his Son's 
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ungodlineſs, than a Witneſs againſt me: Yet the Judge asked him many que- 
ſtions, whether he had ever heard, ſeen, or known any ſuch or {uch things 
of or from me : To all which queſtions he anfivered, No, he knew nothing a- 
gainſt me ; ſo thar the Judge ſecing he ſhewed ſo much kindncfe, he asked 
bim what he was? He anſwered, a Cathalick ; whereupon the Judge bade him 
go away, ſaying, He was too much my friend, and therefore he would not ac- 
cept of him as a witneſs, but called the third, This witnels was an old man, 
and very deaf, who was forced ro come againſt me by a warrant, (wore a- 
gainſt his will: The Judge asked him ſeveral queſtions, whether he beard 
me ſay any prayers; he anſwered, yes, but he could nor well underſtand or 
hear what they were, becauſe he was fo deaf ; he asked rhem whether they 
were Engliſh or Latin ? he anſwered, he could nor well cell, he thought it was 
both; and, I think, it might be neither, for ought he could hear, he was (6 
very deaf: Then he asked him what cloaths I had on? he anſwered, he could 
not well tell ; I had ſomething on that was white, a Surplice he thought, and 
the Judge was willing to ſappoſe this to be a Prieſts habit at Maſs,or when he 
gave the Sacrament ; but I rold his Lordſhip, thar this could be no proof of 
any ſuch matter, becauſe, all over the world, among Cathoulicks, ſuch Gar- 
ments were worn by thouſands in time of prayer, who never were, nor will 
be Prieſts, as is well known to thoſe that have been Travellers: And [I rold 
his Lurdfhip, that iſhe pleaſed to call for them, there may be ſ:veral Tra- 
vyellers, of ſ:veral Sets and Opinions preſent in rhe Hall, that would be ſuffi- 
cient witneſſes as well of this, as of the holy bread and water, which the other 
witneſs as well as this old man faid I had given them, which they ſuppoſe to be 
the Sacrament ; but the Judge would call for none, but called for the fourth 
witneſs.--- This witneſs was a yourg women, who was Io by viulence forc'd 
to come and ſwear what ſhe hid heard, fee known £ £9 me about 
the matter in queſtion. The Judge asked hor whether I had wu)! her any 
thing, whether ſhe had been at Confeſſion or Communion, what I ſaid to her, 
what pennance I gave her ; and he asked alſo the like queitivn* of the o!d man, 
the former witneſs, to all which they were both very unwillic , ro anſver ; 
for which ſome of the rude people curſt rhe old man for an old do:. 4 fellow, 
and were as much vexed at the young woman, becauſe ſhe was ſo «: *-ted, 
that ſhe could not ſpeak, but Jookt like one that was half dead, as ſor. - of 
the people ſaid in anger ſhe was ſo, The Judge perceiving in what condition 
ſhe was, ſaid aloud, what men are theſe Priefts that have ſuch power over 
people, that they are nor able to ſpeak againſt them ; .he therefore bid them 
remember they were in the preſence of God, and were bound in conſcience 
to ſpeak the truth of what they had heard or ſeen ; fo at laſt they owned thar 
Ihad read in the Bible, and other Books to rhem, and that they had confeſt 
what troubled them, and had received ſomething like a'Wafer from me, and 
that they had believed whar I read to them; yer they both declared pub- 
lickly, that I did nor bid them come to Confeſſion, or take rhe Wafer or Bread; 
and when they rook it, that I did not tell them ic was che Sacrament, neither 
did they know whether it was or no: Byiall which ir appeared according to the 
letter ofthe Lamw,and in conſcience,that none of theſe reſtimonies were of ſuf 
ficient force to make me guilty, A mans life is not to be taken away upon ſur» 
miſes, or poſſibilities, thar this mighr be the Communivun,as well as other holy 
Bread. For, the Law requires, that it muſt- be proved that chere was an Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacrament by one that had caken Orders from a Foreign 
Power; of taking Orders there was not the leaſt Accuſation mentioned a- 
gainſt me by any of the witneſſes, much leſs could it be proved, no not (6 
much that I pretended to give the Sacrament any more than ir might be holy 
water, or holy bread, as I deſired my Lord to conſider; neither was it the 
wearing of a Surplice that could prove I ſaid Maſs; for Prieſts never wear 
Surptices at Maſs: And if a mans wearing a Surplice at prayer, prove him a 
Prieſt, then all the Singing-Boys in every Proteſtant Cathedral Church, and in 
all other Churches in Chriſtendom,all thoſe Boys, though but of ten or twelve 
years of age, muſt be by conſequence all Popiſh Prieſts; and all Jews who 


conſtantly in their Synagogues put on a white Garment like a Surplice, as I 
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and all Travellers have ſeen them do when we have gone to ſee them pray : 
Ar theſe Jews muſt be Romiſh Prieſts: -—-- Our of all which it evidently ap- 
pears, that none of theſe teſtimonies the witneſſes brought-egainſt me, were 
any way concluding according to Juſtice to make me guilty of being a. Prieſt. 
As for my reading the Bible ro them, or in ſatisfying them in what they 
doubted, or bidding them ſay their prayers, and particularly the Lord's 
Prayer, which the laſt rwo witneſles told the Judge I had done, and the like 
(he fearing ro anſwer to all the queſtions he asked. them ) To theſe I anſwer- 
ed, that I own I had done ſo; whereupon the Judge ſaid, that out of this ir 
appeared, that I had raken upon me the Prieſts Office. I told him, that with 
his leave I would ſhew how ic did no ways follow; for, out of this ir only 
followed, that I had done the duty of a good Chriſtian, and every man in the 
like circumſtances is bound as a Chriſtian to do the like that I had done: I told 
him, that they, doubting of ſuch things, and deſiring me to ſhew them if ſuch 
places were in the Bible, or nor, and defiring to know what I did believe of 
thoſe points, and the reaſons why I believed them, I turned to ſuch places 
in the Bible, and read it to them, and bid them read the ſame themſelves, 
which they did, and ſo were ſatisfied, And I rold my Lord, for what I bad 
done, I had the Scripture warrant, and Scripture command alto to do it, and fo 
had every Chriſtian command ro do the like ; for the Scripture commands 
all ro be redy to give an anſwer to every man concerning the reaſon of the 
hope which is within us, and this] had done to them, or to any other that 
had asked me as they did. Bur I told my Lord withal, that I knowing the 
Statute of perſwaſion, had alwaies ſo much regard ro thar, when any would 
difcourſe with me concerning my Faith, or theirs, I told them, -that (being 
there was ſach a Statute as the Statute of perſwaſion) though I was bound ro 
giyethem an account of my Faith and Hope, it for conſcience fake they asked 
me, yet I told them I would not incur the penalty of that Stature by uſing 
any force or perſwaſion againſt cheir conſciences ; for violent fercing of con- 
ſciences was againſt the Law of God; yer I rold them what I did believe, and 
ſhewed them the places of Scripture on which my Faith was grounded, ac- 
cording as they deſired me todo for them, and then I would leave it to God 
and their own conſciences; and if they did not believe thoſe rexts, I had no 
more to ſay ro them; and if they did believe them, they beft knew before 
God and their conſciences what they had ro do ; ſo that it was not my per- 
ſwaſion, but God and their ſouls ſalvation that was to determine them in the 
belief of what they read in the Bible: And 1 bade them bear witneſs thar I 
rold them thus, if in caſe we ſhould ever be called in queſtion before any 
Judge ; and thus I have diſcourſed, as ſeveral would bear witneſs for me. I 
told his Lordſhip this was true, and ſo did thoſe witneſſes; for, they declared 
. publickly what I faid was true, whereupon 1 did appeaÞto my Lord, if I was 
not innocent in this pointz and as for my bidding them fay their [prayers, or 
when they deſired to eaſe their minds by declaring what troubled them, 'T 
deſired to clear my ſelf by asking my Lord, with his leave, what Nation or 
Sett in the world ought not, and did not counſel and wiſh their Neighbogrs 
in their troubles to caſe themſelves by prayer to God ; and much more every 
ood Chriſtian ought, when he underftood that his Brother had aQed the Pro» 
igal Son, offended his Heavenly Father, and therefore was troubled in con- 
ſcience, ought, I ſay, to perſwade him to return by repentance, and beg mer- 
cy of our Father which-is in Heaven: I having done no more but this, have 
only done a pious Chriſtian duty ro my Neighbours, which any man, though 
no Prieſt, may and ought ro do the ſame. I having pleaded 'theſe things for 
my (lf, the Judge was pleaſed to tel] me, I had a nimble rongue, and wit, and 
that by thoſe diſcourſes I ſtrove to make the Jury attend more ro my plead- 
ing for my ſelf, than to the witneſſes Arguments againſt me : To'which I re- 
plied, I ſpoke nothing but truth, which I ought to do ro defend -my (elf 2- 
gainſt my enemies, therefore I hoped his Lordſhip would not be offended : 
But if I have exceeded (as his Lordſhip ſaid I did ) becaut I hindered him 
from ſpeaking,I humbly crayed his y__— hoped I ſhould obtain it, being my 


(19) 
Concerns and Reaſons to plead, zs I did, were of no leſs conſequence than 
Life and Death, 

But for all this the Judge told the Jury, that they were to conſider the Ac- 
cuſarions of the Witnetles againſt me,as having done ſuch and fach things 
which Prielts uſe ro do; neither was it neceflacy that tle Wimelies ſhould 
prove me to have taken Orders from Foreign Power, and ly to prove me 
poſitively ro be a Prieſt ; For, that (they not having) teen :mne rake Orders ) 
they could not do, bur it was ſufficient they had {cen tne do luch things , by 
which it might be preſumed it was fo. Wherenpon 1 antwered, That there 
was never a Proof yet alledged, that did or could make that eppear,or be ſuf- 
ficient to conclude me to be fo, and therefore 1 was no more guilty than ma- 
ny thouſands, of whom all theſe things alledged againſt me might be verif'd, 
who never were nor would be Prieſts, as I had ſufficiently ſhe wed, why there- 
fore ſhould they be thought ſufficient ro conclude againſt me, T ihercloce de- 
fired the Judge, before he {cnt wut the Jury, he would give me leave to ſpeak 
a word or two to them. He anſwered No, he would not. I then defired his 
Lordſhip would give me leave to ſpeak again ro him before them, ere they 
went out; to which he allented : I theretore deſired his Lordſhip to give me 
leave to ask this queſtion of him,which the Jury might hear.--- S:pp ;ſ: all the 
Proofs which had been by all the Witneſſes bronght againſt me, wire 19 6+ allo land 
againſt the Jury, or ſome of them, ſo that if the Arguments were jrlge + 
to be of force or concluding, ſome of thoſe of th: {ary ſhould Lf. 9.111 
Eſtates and Credit, and being in ſome danger of their lives, who of ali ve, 
whom this peril were like to fall, wonld judye thoſe Argumrats alle iged ag-444.4 
me, ſufficient to condemn them to the loſs of part of thrir Ejt ates, or part of ' pear 
Credit with ſome _— of their Lives? I therefore deſired it migit ve Conc 4 
that my All lay at ſtake, all my Concerns in the World ; Credit ana Life not ony 
in ſome danger, but certainly to be Condemned, if theſe Arguments brovght mm by 
them againſt me ſhould be jndged to be of force. Therefore I d:ſired they would 
deal by me as if ut were their own caſe, according 4s 1 had propeſea it to them,and 
ſo I ſhould give no further trouble in ſpeaking, being it was not judged fir I ſpould 


ſay any more ( as 1 had deſired ) to the fury. 


I had only one Favor more to beg of the Judge before they went out, whick 
was, that his Lordſhip would read a Paper before them which I had ready, 
whereby I coyld prove, that the firſt and chiefeſt VVirneſs againſt me, which 
was Rogers,ought not in juſtice to be admitred as a competent VVitnels againſt 
me, as the VVriting I offered the Judge would ſhew ; which VVricing I gave 
tothe Judge, and he read it over privately co himſelf, and ſeeing the hand of 
him that wrote it at the bottom, who offered to (wear for me againſt Rogers, 
the Judge asked where thisV Vitneſs for me was,and why I had him not ready? 
I anſwered he was hard by in the Priſon for Debt, if he pleated to ſend for 
him ; but the Judge would not ſend for him. I then dehtired the Judge that 
at leaſt I, or any elſe here preſent, might read my Paper publickly, that all 
might know it was true, that I had ſuch a ſufficient VVirneſs for me againſt 
Rogers; but the Judge neither would let me, nor any elle read ir openly, but 
however 1 made bold to tell publickly all the Contents of the Paper, which 
were word for word as the VVitneſs wrote it with his own hand and uame at 


the bottom; thus--- 


Memorandum, That «pon the 12th of December 1ſt paſt,or thereabout 5,came 
three men to the Caſtle of V\Vorceſter,and as they came up the ſtairs,Rogers deſires 
one of them to call for one Mr. Johnſon, and ſee if he would anſwer to rhat name or 
not ; and entring into the Room, be asked where was Mr. Johnlon, and which was 
he, though he was at that time preſent in the Room, and none elſe but one man and 
my ſelf drinking at the door, and 1 my Conſcience knew him not, 


In witneſs to this ll lay down my Oath, Henry Holland, 
By 
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By this it may appear, that if the Judge would let my Witneſs appear to 
have ſworn, I might have caſt Rogers, the chief Witneſs againſt me; and why 
It was not granted, let all that hear it judge. However, I itil! contipued ro 
plead, that ail Proofs alledged agdinit me were inſufficient, wliich I can make 
appear even in the Judge's own opinion, though I did not tell him fo ; For you 
muſt know,that before in his Circui:,though Witneſles (wore againſt a Gentle- 
man ( whom they would have proved a Prieſt.) that they ſaw him marry 
People and Baptize, which are the Actions of 4 Prieſt,yet the Judge declared, 
that becauſe theſe Actions might be done by ſuch as were no Pricits,as well as 
by Prieſts, as it appeared, becauſe Juitices of the Peace married People in 
Cromwel's time , andany Man or Woman might at ſyume times Chriſten Chil- 
dren; therefore ſuch common ACtions, as he declared, could not prove the 
accuſed Gentleman to be a Prieſt for doing them, and thereupon the Judge 
freed him, 

Whereupon I iaer, Thar ail che ACtions the Witneſles (are they ſaw me 
do, as wearing a Surplice,giving the Wafer, exhorting to Prayer, ſhewing 
Points out of che Bible, hearing others Grieyances, which they of themſelves 
declared to me, and the like, being theſe are things done as well by thoſe thar 
were no Prieſts, as by Prieſts ; according to'the Judge's own opinion, theſe 
Aftions ought not to have been judged ſuthcient Proors againſt me, no more 
than ſuch Actions were judged ſufficient againſt other Ger.clemen ; although I 
did not alledge this to the Judge, yer it was ſufficient he knew it, and might, if 
he had pleaſed, done with me accordingly, though he did nor, bur ſending the 
Jury our, ſent me from the Bar. Ag 

I being afterward called again ro the Bar, and it being declared unto me, 
that the Jury had found me guilty, the Bill was read againſt* me ; and then I 
was asked what [ had to ſay for my ſelf, why I ſhould not dye, that I mighr 
ſpeak before the Sentence of Death paſt againſt me. To which I anſwered, I 
only deſired to know for what I was to dye; for I have ſhewed that all things 
alledged againſt me heretofore, were inſuthcient ro prove me a Prieſt, or take 
away my Lite. 1 

The Judge anſwered, That the Jury had found me guilty'and that now there 
Was 00 More to be ſaid concerning the Proof, but that I was to be Condeqined 
as a Prieſt, , 

To which I replied, That though the Jury had found me Guilty, yet I was 
ſtil! Innocent from any guilt of Death, and with his Lordſhips permiſſion I 
would prove it. He asked me how ? [anſwered, thus; I had not been our 
of Ergland, to take any Orders from Foreign Power fince the King's Reſtau- 
ration to His Crown, neither had I any opportunity to rake any Orders in 
England ; therefore if I were a Prielt, I was ſo before His Majeſty came into 
England : But whatever had done before the King came into England, can- 
not make me now Guilty,ſuppoſingI had tranſgreſled the Law before becauſe 
His Majeſty before His Return, put out ſeveral Proclamations,that none ſhould 
ever be troubled for their Religion, or Conſcience-ſake ; and fince His coming 
into Eng/ana, He had done the ſame by ſeveral Proclamations : and what was 
yet more, not long ſince, had ſet forth His Declaration, that every one ſhould 
freely praftiſe his own Religion of whar Sect or Perſuaſion ſoever, which De- 
claration, if I were a Prieſt, I might ſafely relic on, as well as all others. To 
which the Judge replied, Where had I the Seal ro that Declaration ? Ianſwer- 
ed, I never queitioned but that a Subject might take his King's Word declared 
in His Publick Proclamation without His Seal. The Judge anſwered, However 
if 4 were a Prieſt now in England, I was guilty, Lreplied, Thac ſuppoſing I had 
formerly taken Orders before the King came to England, I could not alto- 
gether degrade my ſelf, or be otherwiſe now, than what I was ordained then; 
therefore if I were a Prieſt, I cannot now be guilty for it,becauſe all that ever 
was done before the King's Reſtauration, in what reſpect ſoever, was all for- 
given and blorred out by the King's General Pardon to all Subjects, even ro 
thoſe who had a hand in the death of His Royal Father, and ſo the Catholicks 
for their Religion were not excluded out of the General Pardon ; wherefore 
i told his Lordſhip I was nor guilty, Where- 
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Whereupon he told me I was guilty, and preſumed far to plead (vo refolute- 
ly, and with ſuch confidence before him and all the Bench. 

I craved his pardon for my Fault, bur defired his Lordſhip to conſider, that 
I was bid ſpeak if I had any thing to foy for my ſelf, before the Sentence of 
Death paſt againſt me, and therefore I had reaſon to plead home, fince this was 
the laſt rime I was like to ſpeak for my life in this world , which I hope his 
Lordſhip and the Bench would conſider ; but if notwithſtanding ſv many Pro- 
clamations, Grants for Liberty of Conſcience, and His Majeſty's General Par- 
don to all who had rely'd on them, if all this would not ſecure me,bur my be- 
lieving thoſe things had cauſed me to err,. and my Error mult cauſe me coloſe 
.my Life, I had no more to ſay. 


So the Judge fate down, and pronounced againſt me the ſentence of Death, 
That I ſhonld be Draws, Hanged, and Quartered, Disbowelled, my Intrals 
burnt, my Head cut oft, my Body to be cur in four quarters, and my quarters 
ro be at the King's diſpoſal. 

Which Sentence being pronounced, I bowed, and ſail aloud , Thanks be to 
Ged, God ſave the King ; aud 1 beſeech God to bleſs your Lordſhip, and all this 
Honourable Begch, 

The Judge replied, You have ſpoken very well, I do not intend you ſhall 
dye,at leaſt not for the preſent, until I know the King's further pleaſure. 

I was not, I thank God for it, troubled with any diſturbing thoughts either 
againſt the Judge for his Sentence, nor the Jury that gave in ſuch a Verdi&, 
nor againſt any of the Wirnefles ; For I was then of the ſame mind,as by God's 
grace [ever ſhall be, eſteeming them all the beſt Friends to me in all chey did 
or ſaid that ever I had in my life, or ever ſhall have,exceprt upon the like oc- 
caſion. AndI was, I thank Ged, fo preſent with my ſelf, whiPf| che Judge pro- 
nounced the Sentence to deliver me to Death, that without any concern for 
any thing in this world, I did aCtually at the ſame time offer my ſelf and the 
world to God. 

After the Judge was gone from the Bench to the other end of the Nall, I 
ſtayed with the Keeper in the Hall, where ſeveral Proteſtant Gentlemen , and 
others, who had heard my Tryal, came to me, though Strangers, and told me 
how forry they were for me. To whom, with thanks, I replied, that I was 
troubled they ſhould grieve for me, or my condition, who was joyful for ir 
my ſelf; for I told them I had profeſſed this Faith and Religion all my life- 
time, which I was as ſure to be true, as I was ſure of the truth of God's 
Word on which it was grounded, and therefore in it I depoſed my Soul, and 
Eternal Life and Happineſs ; and therefore ſhould I fear to loſe my temporal 
life for this Faith, whereon my Eternal life depends, I were worſe than an In- 
fidel ; and whoſoever ſhould prefer the life of their Bodies before their Faith, 
their Religion, or Conſcience, they were worſe than Heathens. For my own 
ha told them, I was as ready by God's grace to dye to morrow, as I had 

een to receive the Sentence of Death to day, and as + if I had a 
Grant of the greateſt Dukedom : So we fate talking half an hour, and I re- 
turned to the Priſon, there to remain, as long as it pleaſed God and the King, 
whom God long preſerve in all happineſs, 


There was another ObjeCtion which I forgot to put in, until I had finiſhed 
the former Writing, and it was an Objeftion which the Judge was pleaſed to 
put againſt me himſelf, and it was that I had changed my name, and went in 
ſeveral places by ſeveral names, 

To which I anſwered, the reaſon was, Becauſe in Crowwel's time,in the great 
Troubles, our Family ſuffered much, my Father was impriſoned,and a Fellow- 
Priſoner with Sir Thomas Aſhton, both confined together, which Sir Thewes is 
- now one of His Majeſties Admirals of the Fleet. - And for my own part, I 
going Beyond Sea to Travel, I changed my name ; and then coming into Eng- 

again, before the King's Reſtauration, I was glad to conceal my (elf, and 
go by leyeral names,as many others of the King's Loyal Subxxs did,the ber- 
cer 
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ter to be able ro do His Majeſty the beſt ſervice I could, which, according to 
my ſmell ability, I did endeavor both before ar.d {ince rhe King came into 
England, like a Guriful Subj Ct, and like the reſt of our Fargily, who all endea- 
vored to ſcrve His Majeity :; For | have two Brothers terved Him, the one a 
Voluntier at Sea in Sir 1V/{{,zm Reeves Ship, which Sir 1WV:llam was killed in 
the laſt Engagement with the D«rc>;* and the other Brother had a Command 
under his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York at Land: therefore I hope- the 
changing of my nate on fuch an occaſion as I did, could not be imputed as a 
vuilt upon me, nor ſpcak me other than a dutiful Subject; which I could have 
made further appear before the Bench, bur I did not judge it convenient to 
ſay any more to the Judge there in publick. - But before his Lordſhip went 
out of YYorceſir, 1 preſented him with a Petition, ro acquaint his Lordſhip, 
that I having had the honour ro kiſs His Majeſties Hand, betore His Reftaura- 
tion, in the Low-Comntries ; as allo I have had the honour to be one of thote” 
whom His Majeſty was pleaſed to grace with being entertained by us,His then 
beſt Subjects ; His Majeſty was pleated ro make us a Gracious Promiſe, that 
when it ſhould pleaſe God to reitore Him to His Crown, . we ſhould not'live 
ſo in Baniſhment as then we did, Of this in my Peticion T did acquaint the 
Judge, and befeeched him that he would be plcafed, by declaring this to the 
King, to endeavor to obrain ſome gracions Favor from His Majelty for me,my 
condition now being ſuch, that I could never have greater need to b-Rartaker 
of His gracious Promiſe and Clemency. 

The Judge promiſed me he would make 2n Addreſs to His Majeſty for 1 me 
in this behalf, which whether he hath done or no,l with ſome body may pur 
him in mind to do it for me. Ido not here mention the place where in-pat- 
ticular, nor the other perſons to whom His Majeſty made that Promiſe, but if 
you remember, you know I did tell you, with ſeveral orher particular cir- 
cumltances, which 1 need not here make any further mention of, 
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Laſt SPEECH 


Mr. Francis Johnſon Prieſt, of the Order of St. Francis, who 


was Executed (asa PRIEST onely ) at Worceſter, upon the 
22d of Auguſt, Anno Dom: 1679, Which he ſpake, for the moſt 
part, upon the Ladder, immediately before his Execution;(but being 
interrupted ) and that which he did ſpeak, being taken by an un- 
Skilful Scribe, was Printed by the halves, and fo imperfe&, that it 
was in ſomg places Nonſenſe. To corre& that Abuſe, this which 
he la ff "Þis own Hard ) is publiſh'd by a Friend. 


ſ A Lmighty God, out of his infinite Goodneſs to this World, through the merits 

>, his Son Chriſt Jeſus; ordained or made choice of three Virtmes whereby 
we muſt walk, which are theſe, viz. Faith, Hope, and Charity. Firſt, by virtue 
of Faith,we are to believe all things that are done in this World; Secondly,by virtue 
of Hope, we are to believe and hope for all things in another World, And the 


reaſon why Chriſtians do believe this Hops, us to bring and condutt them to ſalva- 


tion in the other World, And if we hope in God, wt cannot but believe God ; for 
with the mouth Confeſſion is made, but with the heart ( and through Faith) ws 
muſt believe unto ſalvation; ſo that Faith is not to be troaden under ſoot, or to be 
hid under a buſhel, but to be ſet upon a —_— » Luke 12, Whoſcever doth 
confeſs me before men, him will I confeſs before the Angels of God ; And 
therefore all are bound to believe that there is but one Faith;zand if but one Faith, 
then but one Chriſtian Faith, There is but one Faith, one Lord, one Baptiſm ; if 
it be ſo, how can this ſtand with ſo many Seftaries as there are? If there be but 
one Faith, how can this be ? 

1 believe the Creed of St. Athanaſius, ( which is in your Common- Prayer 
Bock.) there it is ſaid, That whoſoever will be ſaved, *tis neceſſary before all 
things that he hold the Catholick Faith ; and that if he keep not that Faith 
whole and undefiled, he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly. And as Sr. James ſaith, 

am, 2. 10. He that keepeth the whole Law, and yet offendeth in one point, 
1s guilty of all ; ſo they that believe, muſt be all of the ſame Faith, And that 
this ought to be done, I appeal to all the Saints that are gone before, of whom it 
5s ſaid, That their Faith was ſuch, as by it they ſtopr the mouths of Lyons, 
they turned the edge of the Sword , and cauſed the Fire to ceaſe that ir 
ſhould nor burn ; ſo they were oppreſſed, they wandered abour in Sheeps- 
cloathing and Goars-cloathing, Heb. 11. Therefore 1 ſay there muſt be an unity 
of Faith. 

4 1 deſire all Catholiques to conſider this, That it is better to be reviled by man 
now 4: this World, than be reviled by God in the World to come, + Mart. 16, it is 
ſaid, The Catholique Church is built upon a Rock. And Mat. 18. He who 
will not believe the Church, let him be as a Heathen and Publican, 

This Faith muſt be eſtabliſht ſo 1m every one, vecauſe Chriſt ſaid, He would 
ſend the Holy Ghoſt, and he will ſhew us (or them) what to do. This is the 
Rule of Faith; This Faith was publiſht at Rome. And St. Paul writing to the 
Chriſtians there, rejojceth that their Faith was renowned in the whole World, Go 


ye 
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| ye therefore, Baptizing all Nations in the- Name of the Father. And thi is 


the Faith I confeſs and believe in, and which I dye for. 

1 come now to ſpeak of the ſecond Virtue, which is Hope, [I hope I ſhall bavt 
ſuch Reward, that neither eye hath ſeen, nor car heard, nor can it enter into 
the heart of man to conceive. Thoſe that have Hope, ſhall be as Mount Sion, 
that ſhall not be removed ; Thoſe that have firm Hope, there's nothing can diſturb 
them; as David ſaith, God is round about choſe that do hope in him, as the 
Mountains are round about Hiernſalem. 

1 come to the third Virtae, and that is Charity. It's true, now this Body of 
mine in this ſhipwrack is full of fin, but when that ſhipwrack is over,1 ſhall come 


| to inherit that Rock that ſhall never fail. Now welcome ſhipwrack thut makes 
the Body ſuffer, but brings the Soul to that Haven which is joyſul. 


Now many there be that talk muth of Charity, ſew underſtand it, and fewer 
that prattiſe it, This is the greateſt Virtue, 1 Cor, 13. Though ye ſpeak with 
tongues of Men and Angels, and have not Charity, ic arvaileth nothing, So 
then we ought to have Love and Charity, or eiſe ut prevailerh nothing, 


"Tis expetted I ſhould ſay ſomething of the Plat. As to this, 1] ſhall declare 
tio Points of my Faith, 

Firſt, I believe that all are bound to obey the King's Laws. 

Secondly, I do declare, Toat thoſe that do break the Law in word, or any attion, 
or that do att any thing againſt His Majeſties Liſe, that 1s a $14 Hnto damna- 
Hon, as much as it wks a Sin in Judas to betray Chriſt. ' 

Ln Oath is a taking God to witneſs, and 1s as much as if he took his Life and 
fuſtice to ſtake. So that he who takes a [alſe Oath, 14 guilty of deſtrozing the Life 
of God and his fuſtice, and of his own Damnation. And if 1 were but gmilty of 
this, 1 do declare, That all the Sin of Damnation would fall upon me, becauſe 1 


' denied the Truth, and ſo ſtruck, at God by my Sin, in denying the Truth; that's 


one Damnation, 

A ſecond Damnation is, That if any man know of an Evil againſt His Ma- 
jeſty, His Kingdom and Nation, and to hide and not diſcover it, he ſhall anſwer 
for thoſe miſchieſs that come therehy ; ſo that 4 man would have made and com> 
mitted 4s many Sing, as there be men in England that had ſuffered. 

A third Damnation, is to dye in this Lye and with this Perjury in bis month; 
whereby he loſes Heaven, and all its enjoyments, and dies in greater Sins than the 
Devils themſelves. 

Fourthly, I ſhould have been guilty of my own Death; For that {ndge Atkins, 
offered me my Life if I would confeſs what I knew of the Plot, which had 1 known, 
and not diſcovered, would have made me the cauſe of my own Death, which would 
have been a fourth Damnation. 

I would have ſaid more, but that I gave my Speech to a Friend to be Printed. 

Mr. Sheriff. 1 pray Sir ſpeak on what you have to ſay, and none ſhall inter- 
rupt you. 

Mr. Johnſon, Now I have uo more to do but to make my Addreſs to Almighty 
God, with all the powers of nuy Soul, that 1 may have his mercy and pardon of my 
Sins; And therefore I beg that all Catholiques who join 1n union of this ſame 
Faith, gonuld make an adarefs unto God for me, that we may receive pardon for 
our Sins.-T have nothing now but wiſhes left.-1 wiſh I may imitate David in bis 
Kepentance, and that my eyes may run down with rears, becauſe I bave not 
kept God's Law, 7 wiſh with the pp Jeremiab, That Rivers of waters 
may fall from my eyes, by reaſon of fin, Lam. 3. 48. 

But Tears will not be proper for me at this t1me;] have kept my ſelf from them, 
left by ſhedding Tears, ſome mught ſay I was unwilling to aye, or feared Death : 
But wijtead of Tears, 1 offer all the blood in my veins,and 1 wiſh every drop were 
an Ocean, and I would offer it up to God, I wiſh I might become a man like Da- 
vid. 1 wiſh 1 rad Mary Magdalens penitential Tears ; 1 wiſh I had her arms 
to embrace the feer of mercy, I wiſh I had all the graces of Saints and Angels, 
I would offer them all to God for the remiſſion of my ſim. This is my defire, and 
this I wiſh jor as much as 1s in me, 

I off 


0 
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I offer firſt my Liſe, and 1 beſcech and deſire of God to twrn his Face. from my 
Sins, but not from me. I offer up my Life in ſatisſattion for my Sins, and for the 
Catholick Caiiſe. And I ves for thoſe: that be mine Enemies is this my Deats , 
and I defire to have them forgiven, becauſe I go ro that world of happin:fs ſuoucr 
than I ſpould have gone, Ard I humbly beg Pardon from God and th: world : 
And this 1 beg for the merits and mercy of eſs Chriſt, 

I beſcech God to bleſs His Majeſty, to give Him a long Life,a nd a happ) Retgi 
in this world. and is; the world to come. 

I beſeech God to bleſs all my Beneſaitors,and all my Friends,and theſe that have 
been any way under my charge, 

I beſeash God to bleſs all Catholicks, and this Nation, and His Majeſties Privy 
Conncil, and grant that they may Att no otherwiſe than what may be ſr the glory 
of God, who will bring to light and to judgment all both good and evil, Luke 12, 
So I beſeech God that he will give them grace to ſerve him, 

I beſeech God to bleſs the Parliament that 18 now in Elcttion, that they may de- 
termine nothing, but what they themſelves do hope to be judged by at the laſt 


day. 

I beſeech God to bleſs all that ſuffer wnder this Perſeent ton, and to tury this our 
Captivity wmto {) 3 that they who now ſowe in tears, may reap in joy. 

1 beſeech God to accept the death of my Body, and to recerve my Soul, 


I have no more to ſay. 


Mr. Sheriff. T give you no interruption ; bur only whereas you ſaid, that 
you dyed for the Faith, that is not ſo, you. do not dye for thar, bht becauſe 
you, being His Majeſties Subject, received Orders from the Church of Kome 
Beyond the Seas, and came again into Erxgland, contrary to the Lawj 

Mr. Johnſon, That was pardoned by the Kmgs Act of -Grace. 

Mr. Sberiff. That Act pardoned onely Crimes commirted before the ma- 
king of it, bur not thoſe done fince, as your continuance in England Was, 

Mr. Johnſon. / am ſorry if 1 have gruen off :1ce in any thing I have ſaid ; my 
reaſon {or it nas, becauſe when I was ſent for to the fudges upon Sund-y night, 
ps, Atkins told me, 1 dyed not for being concerned in the Plat, , but for being 4 
Praeſt. 

Mr. Sheriff. No, but for your continuance in Eng/and againſt the Law (be- 
ing a Prieſt. ) 

Mr. Johnſon. God receive my Soul, 

AMr.Sheriff. Sir,You may take your own time,and you ſhall have no inter- 
ruption ; Sir, will you be pleaſed ro have your own time ? 

ax Sir, pray give the Sign when you pleaſe to be turned off, 

Mr. Johnſon. 7 will give you no Sign, do ut wh:n you will, 


And ſo he was Executed. 


had 
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Mr. Zohnſon was of an Honourable Family ( in Norfolk) born to an Eſtate of 
goo l, per Anzwm, ( All which he left for the ſake of Religion ) his third 
Brother now enjoys the Eſtate. 
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Mr. Johnſon's Speech 


Which he deliver d to his Friend to he 


Printed (as he mention'd ar the place of Execution.) - 


— —_—. 
———_ 
— 
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ADVERIISEMENT T. 


Mr. Johnſons's Tryal,and what he [poke at his F:xecution.being finiſlit there 
came ui he Printers hands his = at Lirge (of which his foregone 
words are only the beads) as the Reader will ſee, and as Mr. Johnſon allo 
mentions, Vize (I would bave [ud more, but that I gave my Speech to 2 
Friend to be Printed) therefore bis Friend has now faithfully publiſh it 
accordingly, being written by My. Johnion hinuſelf, as folluweth. 


OD Almighty (honoured Friends) having been pleaſed of his infinite mer- 
cy through the me' irs of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ro beſtow on all Chri- 
ftians the Theological vertues of Foith, Hope and Charity, by vercue of 
Faith all arc to believe whatever God hitch revealed tous in this world, & 
by hope all are to expect what he hath promiſed we ſhall receive in the world to come, 
And becauſe, where God beſtows ſuch « Faith and Hape, it is iff! dtder to bring all 
to a true Charity and love of him ; for who car have Faith ro believe an Infinire Good- 
neſs, in which he hopes, but be muft | :& that Infinite Goodnefs in whom he hopes, 
which beſtows on him ſuch gifrs ? thereiore #Il ought rc honour God, and ſhew their 
love to bim by a due profeſſion, ard a due practice of this Faith, this Hope, and this 
Charity, otherwiſe they cannor be ': ved, bec-uſe, as St, Fat faith, With rhe heart it us _ _ 
believed to righteonſneſs, but with the m wth confeſſion 11 made to jalvation, Rom. 10. 10. : ® 
For thoſe that will not ſhew their Faith, which is a light not to be hid under a buſhel, 
but to be ſet in a Candleſtick, to give light to all, ſuch can never have neither true 
Hope for themſelves, nor true Charity cowards God, or their Neighbour, nor God to 
them, becauſe our Saviour ſaith, Lake 12.” He that confeſſeth me before men, him will Lu; 12.8. 
the Son of man confeſs before the Angels of Ged ; but he that denieth me before men (as thoſe 
do that aCt or ſwear againſt their conſcience) him will the Son of Man deny before the 
. Angels of God. : 
And as all are bound to confeſs him, and his Faith; ſo likewiſe all are obliged to own 
and proteſs that this Faith can be but.one only Faith, as we arc raught, Epoeſ 4. where ©2564} 4- 
St. Paxl declares, There ir one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one Ged, even as you are® F- 
called, ſaith he, in one hope of your calling. This being mot true, let every rational Chri- 
ſtian, in his moſt retired thoughts, contider how this Unity of. Faith, and this Hope of 
our Culling can ſtand with ſuch multiplicity of Sects and Opinions, all ſo divers one a- 
gainſt the other, with which the Nation now ſo abounds: For according to the Texr, a 
man may as well ſay, there are diver('tics of Gods, or diverſities of Chriits, as that 
there are diverſities of Faiths, becauſe Faith is nothing but the truth of one God,which 
Truth or Faith he hath revealed, which nore can alter. 
We are all therefore bound to believe alike, in one Faith, and in one holy Catholick 
Church, as our Creed reacheth us; we are ll obliged ro believe in one Catholick 
Faith, as the Creed of St, Arhanaſins in the Proteſtant Common Prayer-Book declares, 
ſaying, Whoſoever will be ſaved, it is neceſſary brjure all things, that he believe in the Ca- 
tholick Faith, which Faith, unleſs every one krep whole and anatfied, be ſhall wit bout doubt 
per1ſb everlaſt ingly: All and every one are to keep rhis Faith whole, becauſe as it is writ, 
St. /4am.2,%.10. Whoſoever keeps the whole Law and ct offends in one point, 15 guilty of all. Zam.$.10, 
| are to keep the whole Faith, becauſe our Saviour ſaith, Afarth. 16. 15, Go ye ins 
to the world, and preach the Goſpel to every creature ; All are to believe alike the whole 
Faith of the Goſpel, elſe they ſhall periſh — 3 becauſe our Saviour faich in 
the ſame phace, v, 16. He that believes ſrall be ſaved, out he that believeth not ſhall be . 
A 
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damned. We all muſt keep the Unity of Faith whole and undefiled, becauſe our Sa- 
viour alſo ſaith, St. Matth, 5.16, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs, but-one jor, or-one tittle 
of the Law ſtall in no wiſe paſs, till all be ſalfilled ; as well the Law of Faith, as the Law 
of Works. _. 

In confirmation of this, I appeal to the Faith, and Works, and Suffcrings of all the 
Saints from the beginning, who to keep their Faith whole and entire, have made ſuch 
profeſhon and practice of it, and confirm'd it by ſuch works'asare recorded in St. Pax, 
Heb. 11, where firſt he regiſters the Faith and Deeds of the Believers in particular, and 
then in general, of what they did and ſuffered by vertue of their Faith, as there you 
read ; By faith they ſtopt the months of Lions, extinguiſhed the force of the fire, repelled the 
edge of the ſword ; they were racked, they were tryed by mockings and ſtripes; they were in 
chains and priſons, they were ſtoned, they were hewed, they were tempted, they died in 
the laughter of the ſword, they were ſo perſecuted and impoveriſhed, that they were fain 
to go about in Sheep-thins, and Goat-shins, needy, in diſtreſs, affiitted, wanting in deſarts, 
in mountains, in dens, and caves of the Earth, 

Dear Catholicks now in your preſent perſecution, think ofthis, and be willing* to 
follow theſe examples, that you, as in the ſame place it followeth, being appointed,as 
they were, by the teſtimony of your Faith, may receive, cre long, thoſe berrer things 
which God, as 'tis there writ, provides for you : Happy thoſe that have this Faich, but 
thrice more happy thoſe that ſutter theſe perſecutions for Faiths ſake, becauſe by this 
Faith, as St. Paz! ſaith; Gal. 3. 11. the juſt man lives, and thoſe that have not this 
Faith, are dead ro God, becauſe, as *ris written, Heb. 11. 6. Without faith "tis impoſſible 
to pleaſe God; and yet though we have this Faith, except we joyn,when God requires, 
our works of ſufferings to this Faith, both we and our Faith are dead to God, becauſe, 
as St. fawes ſaith, chap. 2, ver. 17. Faith is to be ſhewed by works, becauſe Faith 
w-t-20ut works 1s dead, And he further ſhews us in his firſt chap. v. 25. 'tis the works 
make a man happy, although there can be no good work without a tirm Faith in nc 
thing doubting, / as he ſaith, ver. 6, 

Chrittian Faith is a firm, eſtabliſhed, and an infallible Faith, becauſe it is grounded 
upcn a Rock, againſt which the gates of Hell ſhall nor prevail, A{ath. 16, v. 18, This 
Faith is firmly eſtabliſhed by ſuch Authority of God and his Church, that he that will 
not own the Authority, is as a Heathen and a Publican ; God hath declared him ſo; 
and what the Church binds on Earth, God binds in Heaven. This Church and Faith 
is irnfly eftabliſhr, becauſe our Saviour hath promiſed, That the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Spirit of Truth ſhould teach the Believers all Truth, remain with them for ever, ſhew 
them things to come to be believed, and ſhould cauſe the Believers to remember 
all things which Chriſt had already taught, which you read in John 14. and 16. chap. 

This Faith is firmly eſtabliſhed, becauſe it was believed and publiſhed- from the 
beginning, throughout the whole world, as St. Pax! proclaims, Kemans the firſt, 
where he ſpeaks thus to all that be in Rome ; Beloved of God, called to be Saints ; firſt 1 
thank my God through feſus Chriſt for you all, that your Faith is publiſhed throughout the 
whole world. Finally, this Faith is eſtabliſhed and infallibly confirmed, that it can 
never decay till the worlds end, becauſe our Saviour hath promiſed to be with the 
Believers unto the worlds end, Matth, 28. 19, 20. Go ye therefore and teach all Na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you, and bebold I am 
with you alwaies even to tbe end of the world, Thus much briefly concerning my Chri- 
ſtian Faith in which I truly believe in all points infallible, and in cdnfirmation of 
which one only Faith and Catholick Church, I will and do lay down my life ; and who- 
ſoever will as he ought conſider the Text that proves this Faith and Church of the 
Living God, to be the pillar and ground of Truth, as *tis evident it is, 1 Tim. 3.15. 
I queſtion not but who I ſay conſiders this, will believe the ſame, our Faith being aſ- 
ſited by our ſecond Divine Vertue, which is our Chriſtian Hope. 

This Hope is that Verrtue which aflures us, that for the reward of our Faith, and 
the profetiion and due practice of it, as we eught, there are thoſe heavenly gifts laid 
up for the Chrittian Believers, which neither eye hath ſcen, nor car bath heard, nor 
the heart of man can conceive or comprehend, as St, P.ul declares : This Hope gives 
ſuch cortidence, that death cannot overcome it, becauſe, as the Prophet faith, At- 
though he ſhall kill we, yet I will hope in him. Why then ſhall any fear to die for his 
Faith, baving this Hope? 'Tis for want of making due refleCtion and uſe of this Hope 
that cauſes ſv many to be fearful to ſuffer, and makes them fly the field of perſecution, 


and furſake the banners of their Chriſtian Faith, that all ougbr to fight under, and 
would 
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would ſtill fight under, would they make uſe of the- divine hope of Gods promilts, 
which are ſuch, that as David faith, Pſal. 125. That he that hopes or truſts in onr Lord, 
ſhall 5: as Mount Sion, which cannot be removed, but remain for ever, As the Moun- 
£4545, (rith God by the mouth of David, are abonr Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord is round about 
bis people ; that is, fuch as will place their hope in him, as the Propher did, and exborrts pj, 14%, 
us to dv the ſame, ſaying, Pſal. 130. 5, 6. My ſonl hath hoped in our Lord ; from the 5,6, * 
morning watch, even until night, ler I{racl hope in onr Lord; that is, from the beginning 
of the day of our life, cill the night of death; as well in the morning of proſperity, 
as in the evening of adverſity : becauſe *ris alſo writ, God i« my Hope for ever ; and 
whoſoever can truly ſay with David, Pal, 31. 1, in thee, O Lord, have 1 placd my 
Hope, ſhall be aſſured of what there follows, Not to be confounded for ever, becauſe, as 
St. Paul ſaith, Hope conſoundeth nor. 

There is a contrary Vice to this Virtue, a worldly Fear that brings all things to con- 
fuſion ; it makes Worldlings ſwear, and forſwear, and perjure ; For which Perjuries 
and Falſe Oaths, as the Propher ſaith, 7adgment ſpriugs up as Hemlock in the Furrows of 
the Ficld. And therefore Dr. Thorndick,, in his Book of ju## Weights and Meaſures, 
ſith, That Coattion of Oaths is the crying Sin of this Nation, to call down the wrath of 
God »:pon the Kingdom. q 

What better remedy than to ſecure our ſelves againſt all worldly Fears , and theſe 
enſuing Dangers, but by relying on the hope of future blefſings,which God,if we fight 
and ſutter for his ſake, hath promiſed. God is the God of Hoſts, and we fight under 
him,and if we truſt in him we are happy, as David faith, Pſal.84.5. O Lord of Hoſts, 
bl-ſſed is the man that truſts in thee, in whom to hope is to be ſecured; and therefore Da- £/4l.54-5. 
vid alſo ſaith, Pſal. 91s He ſhall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wing ſhalt 
thou hope , eſpecially if we fight for our Faith ;- and therefore he adds in the ſame 
verſe, Hs truth ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler, if we will hope in him and his reward z 
For it we hope for our great wages, we ſhall eafily undergo our little work : As for 
example, if we hope ro drink of: the torrent of pleaſure, as God hath promiſed we 
ſhall in his 'Singdom, who will fear to taſte now of the Chalice of ſome ſmall Perſe- 
cution ? It we hope hereafter ro be numbered amongſt the Sons of God, as he hath 
promiled we ſhall, and have our lot among the Saints, why ſhould we now fear to be 
reviled of men, or be reputed ighominious, as our Saviour and his Apoſtles were? If #- 
they have, fv will they do you alſo ; the Scholar is not above the Maſter,nor the Ser- 
vac abyuve his Lord. If they calld the Maſter of the Family Beel/zeb=b, ſo will they 
do his Servants ; therefore we muſt with the Apoſtles rejoice, as you read in the As 
they did, b:c.::ſe they were accounted worthy to ſuffer contumely and reproaches. If con- 
tumely and reproach ſeem (© hard for us to undergo now for a good Cauſe, as is our 
Conſcience betore a few Enemies, what contumely muſt thoſe undergo who fpr now 
ating againſt their Conſcience, ſhall undergo at the great judgment before God, An- 
gels, Saints, Devils, and all the Damn'd in Hell? if for our reproach now we hope that 
after a ſhort ſorrow, God will honour us fo, as to wipe away with his own hand every 
tear from our eyes, as he promiſech in the Revelations he will ; and-that henceforth 
there ſhall be neither grief, nor labour, nor pain, or the like ; why ſhould any-now grieve 
either to {ee himſelt or others ſuffer ? lc will not laſt, this Tempeſt will ſoon be gyer, 
and if now in this Storm the ſmall veſſel of my Body ſuffer ſhipwrack,or ſome others 
the like vellcls, if our Souls can but carry off our goods of Faith, Hope and Charity, 
all is very well; Foras ſoon as the veſſels of our Bodies fink, our Souls will come to 
ſhore at the Land of Promiſe, and we ſhall be ſecured in the Rock which is Chriſt,and 
ever remain ſafe in the erernalHills, where neither winds nor waves of Perſecution 
can ever reach to aſſault us : then welcome ſhipwrack, that ſinks the veſſel of the 
Body, to bring the Paſſengers and their Goods ſo happily to the Haven, the Heaven of 
Bliſs. 

Lec us therefore weigh theſe things in a prudential Balance, and ſee which Scale is 
the heavielt, of preſent Fears, or future Hopes z of preſent Sufferings, or future Glo- 
ries, Let us remember our Saviours words to his Apoſtles, Tow are thoſe that remain- 
ed with me in my temptations or tryals ; for which, ſaid he, their reward was, he diſpo- 
ſed the Kingdom of Heaven to them ; Partners in Sufferings, Partners in Glories : 
which it well conſidered, we ſhall fay with St. Pal, The ſufferings of this preſent time 
are not condign, or of equality to the future glory which ſhall be revealed in ws ; and we 
hall with bs joyful Spirit ſay, 2 Cor. 4. 17. Our light affliftion, which i but for a mo- 
ment, wo1 (c7h 1 8 4 far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 'Tis a bappy weight 


that lifts buth Sufferings and Sutferers vp as high as Heaven,to eternal Crowas,of which 
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. weare all aſſured of asa reward for our Faith, if we will make good uſe of our Chri- 


ſtian hope ; which that we may the berter do, let us endeavor to help our ſelves by tL- 
third and greateſt Virtue that follows our Faith aud Hope, which is Clarity. ; 

This is that greateſt Virtue of which all ſorts of Chriſtians ſpeak muci, underſtand 
little, and pracwic leſs; though withour the practice of ir, *tis in vain for any to pre 
tend to have a ſaving Faith, or Hope; For as St. Paul ſaith, 1 Cor. 13, Though he ſpras 
with the rongues of Men and Angels, and have net Charity, he is but as ſoxnding brafs ; 
and although be ſhould know all Myſteries, and have Faith to remove Mounteins ; and 
though he ſhould have ſuch hope, underſtand for reward, that he ſvorld prue all 19 the 
Poor, and delz ver his body 40 burn, and yet not have charity, it profiteth nothing, Charity, 
as he ſaith, ver. 7. ſ»fereth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, brareth all 
things, 

Do all that pretend to Gharity do thus ? If to ſpeak with- the tongues bf Angels 
without Charity be nothing but vanity, what Charity is there in thoſe that ſpeak with 
the tongues of DetraCtion, Scandal, Slander, Falſe-witneſs and Perjuries againſt their 
Neighbors? If thoſe that give all ro the Poor may want Charity, {a'that all which 
they give profits them nothing, what Charity is there ia thoſe that rake all from rheic 
Neighbors, to force them to forſake their Faith ? If Alms profit nothing without Cha- 
rity, can ſuch Injuries profit Perſecutors, that take all away againſt Charity ? If a man 
may give his own Body to burn, and yet be cold in Charity, what Charity is there to 
kill others Bodies, take away their Lives with ignominy and violence, becauſe they 
will not kill their own Souls, by aCting againſt God and their Conſcience ? If Charity 
conſitts only in thoſe that ſutter all things, believe all things, hope all things, what Cha- 
rity is there in thoſe who will make their Neighbor ſuffer all chjngs of Perſecution, be- 
cauſe they believe and hope according to their Conſcience, and profels their Faith and 
Hope as they are bound before God upon their ſalvation ſo to do? | 

*Tis cerrain, that though men inay pretend perſccution of others for Gods ſake, to 
reduce others to him, yet 'tis evident that for any Kingdom to perſecure any, meerly 
for Conſc:ence- ſake, is againſt the Law of God ; and therefore whilſt they would ſeem 
ſo zealouſly to keep the firſt Command, of loving God above all, 2nd force others to 
conform to their opinions, they break the ſecond Command, becauſe rhey do not love 
their Neighbor as themſelves, becauſe they perſecute them, and ſo they daſh one Com- 
mandment againſt the other, and ſo crack both Commandments together : For where- 
ſoever che ſecond Command is broke,by not loving our Neighbor as our ſelves,the Giſt 
is broke with it, becauſe did they love God above all, they would do better by their 


Neighbor. 
But I do not come here to beat down others pretence to Charity, but endeavour to 


. advance Charity in my ſelf and others ; and the way to do this, is not to reckon what 


others have not done according to Charity, but to call to mind what others have done 
to raiſe Charity towards God and their Neighbors. 

We read in Holy Wrir, that Moſes love was ſo to God and his Neighbor, that co 
repurchaſe a Peace and Charity *twixt God and the People after they had offended, 
he deſired that his own name ſhould rather be blotted out of the Book of life , than 
that the Peoples names ſhould not be pur in, by obtaining Forgiveneſs ; and therefore 
he ſaith to God, Either ſpare the People, or blot me out of the Book, which thow ha#F 
Writ, 

How ſuperlative a Motive is this, to move Chriſtians to a perfect Charity towards 
their Neighbors ; well may a Chriſtian be willing to lay down his temporal life for 
good example ſake,rather than offend God, and ſcandalize others by delſerting his Faith; . 
ſince others could be willing to hazard their eternal lives, to reduce their\Neighbors 
to God by Charity. 

The like examples of love to God and his Neighbors, we have in St. Pasl, in his ma- 
nifold expreſſions both towards God and men ; firſt ro God, as Kew. 8. where he 
makes this Proclamation,Who ſhall,faith he, ſeparate us from the Charity of Chriſt ? Shall 
Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword? As 
it is written, for thy ſake we are kjll'd all the day long, we are accounted as ſheep to the 
flanghter, He adds, I am certain that neither Death nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principali- 
ties, hor Powers, nor things preſent nor things to come, nor heigth, nor a.pth, nor auy other 
creatuge ſhall be able to ſeparate us from 1he love of God which is iu Chriſt feſws our 
Load. ; 

And for this Charity in order to his Neighbor, let what he ſuffered to ſerve th-5 
teſtifie, as he relates, 2 Cor, 11, by being in Labors and Stripes, in Priſon, in w—_ in 
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Scourgings, in Shipwracks, being day and night in the bottom of the Sea, in Perils, in 
Wearineſs, in Painfulneſs, in Hunger, in Thirſt, in Faſting, in Cold and Wearinefs, be- 
ſides what he ſuffered through his care of all Charches, ver. 28, 29.- he Girh; 
Who is weak, and I an nor weak ? underſtand by compaſſion, as Fellow-ſufferer ; Who 
is ſcandalized, and I burn nor? underſtand by zeal. Let thoſe now conſider this , who 
never more rejoyce than now, when they ſee their paſſive Neighbors ſcandalized, and 
were never better content in their own apprehenſions than now, when they behold us 
ſuffering, though before God we are innocent, Were St, Pal on earth again,he would 
rather give himſelf for others, to caſe them of their ſufferings, according to bis wont- 
ed charity expreſt, 2 Cor. 12. 15. ſaying, / will very gladly ſpend and be ſpent for you: 
and he would rejoyce ro ſuffer in ym wh his wy yo he —_— = declares, 
Colof. 2. 4. ſaying, 1 rejozce in my ſufferings for you, a up that which is wanting 
of & los or afflictions of Chriſt in my fleſh for his bodies fake , which is the 
Church, and this example is given for us to do the like , and therefore he faith, 1 Cor. 

9. We are made a ſpettacle to the World, to Angels, and to men ; and therefore God 
Grbid but ſome of us, if we be Chriſtian men, ſhould endeavor to imitate ſome of his 
examples, though we cannot all ; For he aſcended to ſo ſuperlative a degree of Cha- 
rity towards his Neighbor, that he declares to the World, that he could be a Caft- 
away himſelf to ſave others ; for thus be ſaith, Row, 9.43. 1 could wiſh my ſelf were 
accurſed from Chriit for my Brethren, — 

Chriſtians do not then henceforth ſo cafily ruine your Neighbors, neither in their 
Lives, nor Eſtates, or Credits, by Perſecutions and Scandals, the Scripture holds forrh 
no ſuch Doctrine, nor gives any ſuch examples, bur,as-you ſee, the contrary ; but if 
our Perſecntors will not imitate theſe examples, let us that are perſecuted and ſuffer 
endeavor to imitate them, by chooſing rather to loſe all we can call our own in this 
World, and Life alſo, rather than ro break Charity to God and our Neighbor , either 
by denying or diſſembling our Faith, and feandalizing the Church, or bearing falſe Wir- 
neſs againſt our ſelves, or our Neighbors, to ſave our Lives or Fortunes, or enrich our 
ſelves by falſe Witneſs. 

And if we will put in pratice the Virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity I have ſpoke 
of, we ought to do it thus ; what we profeſs by words, we muſt confirm by deeds and 
actions. Our profeſſion of Catholick Faith is this, I believe all Divine Revelations 
delivered to the Prophets and Apoſtles, propoſed by the Catholick Church in Her 
General Councils, or by Her Univerſal Practice to be believed as an Article of Catho- 
lick Faith, knowing this to be our Faith, the confirmation of this knowledge, or the 
pradtice of this by our deeds, is, as St. Paw teacherh, Epheſ. 3.8. To efteems all worlds 
co as dirt, in reſpett of this eminent knowledge of Chrift and bis Faith ; and theres 

ore for my own part, I now being ready to leave all in the World and my Life in tefti- 
mony of my Catholick Faith, which I profeſs Idefire and hope to manifeſt ro all , I 
value my knowledge of Chriſts Faith, more than I value the univerſal World. Te 

And as for my Chriſtian Hope I profeſs to have, the confiematiog 'of ir, or the pras 
Etical part is to be fulfilled thus, being that we muſt, as St. Perey (aith, x Per, 3. T5: 
Be always ready to give an account to every one concerning the hope which is in w. 1 have 
already by words expreſſed it, and by deed I ex it thus ; That whereas I do be- 
lieve that God, as the Scripture faith, kills, and brings to life againz carriecth down'to 
the depth, and bringeth back again ;z ſo now I do by this my preſent Execution, which 
Iam now to undergo, willingly give my Body to be mortified in death for my Faith, 
hoping in Gods infinite mercy he will reftore my Body and Spul to erernal life; and I 
do willingly reſign my ſelf ro be carried down to my 'Grave, hoping by my Saviours 
Croſs and Paſſion, Death and Burial, he will raiſe me up again to a glorious Reſure 

And as for the confirmation of my Charity, to ſhew by deeds, the love I oweto God 
and my Neighbor,it hath pleaſed my Saviour by his own words to declare which is'rhe 
beſt proof or practice of Charity, where he ſaith, No men hath «4 greater Charity, than 
be that lays down his Life for bis Friend, | therefore do willingly undergo this death 
I am ro ſufter now, to teftifie I love my Friend, my bbor as my (elf; whilſt I was 
dergo this death for My ſeHf and them, rhar ſeeing it'is' for the profeſſion of my Faith 
I dye, they, whiPſt they live,may the more happily ſerve God in the Game belief; ad 
I reſtifie I love God above all, becaaſe I forſake the Work and my felf in death,rather 
than offend him by doing any thing againſt my iencei”  * | | 
| And foralinuch as for theſe many years J have had 'oecaſion by diſcoorſing and read- 
iog the Holy Scriptures with others who defired to find out the crue Faith, [ bave by 
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words declared what Faith I did believe, and what Faith they ought to believe; 1 now 
declare thar for every Point of Faith that ever I believ'd my (elf, or read to others, or 
told them that they might believe as a Point of Faith ; for all and every ſuch Points 
of Faith, in confirmation of them, as well ro my ſelf as others, 1 here lay down my 
Life ; and omitting all other particular Points, I believe Obedience to our King ro be 
a Divine Law, and chat we are bound to obey His Commands in Temporsl Laws ; and 
I bclieve it too a fin of Damnation, for any Subjett of His to Rebel againft Him, or His 
Kingdom ; and I believe it as certain a fin to Damnation, for any Subjett ro endeavor, 
either by thoughts, words or deeds, to take away His Life, or-act any thing of thar 
nature, either by himſelf, or any others, or other againſt His Sacred Majetty, as 1be- 
lieve it was a fin in 744as to Damnation to betray Chrilt. And 1 do declare vpon my 
ſalvation that I never did, nor do know any Catholick, that ever was or is the leaſt 
guilty, cicher by thought, word or deed, by any Plor or otherwiſe, to have any deſign 
or concurrence to kill His Sacred Majeſty, or rebel againſt His Kingdom, whom God 
long preſerve with his SubjeCts in all happineſs in this World, and crown Him in the 
World to come with eternal glory. 


And now it remains, that with all the powers and forces of my Soul, I make my ad- 
dreſs to God for mercy ere I appear before him tor Judgment ; and you, dear Friends, 
here preſent, who believe in one Holy Catholick Church, and Communicn of Saints, 
be pleaſed in charity to make the ſame addreis ro God with me, and for me, that we 
may obtain true ſorrow and repentance for all our ſins, and a merciful forgivenels ; and 
firſt let us wiſh from the bottom-of our hearts, that we could expreſs and make good 
our ſorrow, as David did, Fſal. 119. Whilſt rivers of waters ran down 6: eyes like his, 
becauſe we have not kept according to our faith Gods commands; tor which had we that 
Fountain of rears which the Prophet wiſhed for, we ought ſpend it all ; we ought 
with feremy, Lam. 3.48, 49. to weep till our eyes, as his, failed, and as his eye with 
tears afflicted, as he faith bis heart, fo ought ours to do, becauſe we have made fo ilt 
uſe of that Faith, Hope and Charity, which Gcd hath beſtowed upon us. 


But foraſmuch as Tears now at this preſent, and in theſe circumſtances of raſh cen< 
ſuring times, Tears, I ſay, from me, might ſeem to ſome, either the off-ſpring of Fear 
to dye, which God forbid I ſhould have in ſo good a Cauſe as my Religion ; or leaſt 
others might judge my Tears might fall by reaſon of ſome other guilr, of which I am 
free and innocent, I have endeavoured to ſtop the courſe of Tears,and inftead of drops 
of waters from my eyes, I'll ſpend the drops of blood from every forrowful vein of 
my hearr, and my whole body, that God may pleaſe ro waſh away the fins of all my 
life paſt, and I wiſh each drop an Ocean for my {cit and all the World, becauſe 1 have 
pothing now left more than wiſhes, which I deſeech thee,O gracious God, of thy mer- 
cy to accept of ; and if you will vouchſafe ro accept of wiſhes to ſupply the deeds, 
by wiſhes I offer up all that's good to you, that ever you gave to any ſince the Worlds 
Creation ; 1 offer up David's broken heart, together with my own, that fo like him, 
afrer my repentance, I may become a man according rq your own heart. I offer up 
the ſighs of Magdalen, and wiſh I could make ſuch ute of them as ſhe did, to fob out 


. my fins. I wiſh ker repentant Arms, that I may lay faſt bold at che Feer of thee my 


' gracious God, 


./-I wiſh Lhad the longanimity of all the Holy Confeffors. 
+ 1 wiſh I had the ſufferingg of all thy conſtant Marryrs, 
:-I wiſh I had the mn all thy ſacred Virgins, that1 mighr 'offer alt to thee that 
in_chem was pleaſant in thy fight. alt 
I wiſh I could offer up to thee, O God, the Sacrilices of juſt Abel, Lot, Zob, and all 
ther: Sacrifices that eyer did gratefully atcend up in thy fight. ; that rhoy being pleaſed 
=_— ſghc of them, thou mightſt look no more upon my fins :..For if thow wilt ob- 
e mine iniquities, who ſhall endure? let 'theretore thy mercy hide thy face from 
my fins, but let not the rigor of thy juſtice calt me away from thy preſence; - caſt me 
not away from: thy Face, and thy holy Spirir': rake not from me, bur turn away thy 
Face from. fn, and. bloc out all. my: iniquitics, and41 will ofter myBody asa Sacrifice ro 
thee by death to appeaſe thy juſt aoger. <1 
-- 1 own my -fins,-and I own'your mercies. . Yoa gave me Faith to know and believe 
what was the Will of you my heavenly Maſter, but I acknowledge my faulr, that al- 
though I knew your Will, I did not fulfll-jc, and therefore 1 ought tobe beaten with 
wany ſtripes, becauſe you forctold me, that many are the ſtripes of a ſinner ;- but be 
& pleaſed, 


Xl 


(7) 


pleaſed, dear Lord, alſo to remethber, that in rhe ſame place you promiſed, that nor- 
withſtanding this, yer mercy ſhoald encompaſs kim that hopes ; you have given your 
Divine Hope, vouchſafe to ler this Hope defend me; and although I know I have nor 
made good uſe of Hope, and Hope not well us'd, of which I am guilty,makes a Sinner 
defer Repenrance, and fo puts in danger ro fall into Preſumption by long neglect, yer 
the laſt hour of calling being nor yer paſt, and your mercy being above all your 
works , I hope and humbly beg ro be Partaker with thoſe who were accepred ar the 
laſt bour. Wy | 


I bumbly acknowledge with thanks, O gracious God, thar you gave me Chariry 2s 
your Livery, in which Lalways ought to bave appeared in your fighr,and ricver co have 
been diveſted of it ; but how oft have [been ſpoiled, through my own faule,/of this 
garment ? how ofc have I, by deſcending to ferecho, inſtead of going up to'Fervſalens ? 
how off, I ſay, have I been rob'd of this garment of Charity, even as often as I have 
preferred any ſublunary obje&t, and the love of that before the love of you, and be- 
fore your goodneſs, which is above all goodneſs, and the object of all Beatitude? 


Vouchſafe again, O gracious Lord, to reſtore in mercy to me this Nuprial Veſtment, 
ere I dare appear at the Supper of the Lamb. Make me, O heavenly Father,a peni- 
tential Prodigal, and then 1 ſhall have put on me again this beſt Robe of Charity. 


This I beg from the bottom of my Soul for his dear fake, who was deveſted of his 
garments out of Charity, that I might be inveſted in his Charity, who alſo ſuffered his 
garments to be divided, that he might purchaſe grace, that we might never be divided 
from the unity of his Faich and Church, but rather willingly ſutfer for his ſake the 
ſeparation of our lives from our bodies, the ſeparation of our bodies from our ſouls, 
and the ſeparation of our bodies into its quarters, that we may the more perfettly by 
theſe ſufferings and ſeparations from our ſelves be united to him. 


Therefore in the faichſul communion and perfeCt union of rhe ſufferings of all Saints 
that ever have been, or now are, or ever will be,in the union of the moſt facred merits 
of the life, paſſions and death of God and man,my dear Redeemer and Saviour Chriſt, 
I offer my ſelf willingly ro what I am now to ſuffer, begging by all chars good in Hea- 
venand in Earth, remiſhons of fins for my ſelf and the wor Ins chat 
may appear to have been my Enemies in the concern of my Life, as Witnels, Jury, 
Judge, and others, whom Ido not eſteem as Enemies, but as the beſt of Friends; I 
heartily forgive them, and beg the beſt of Bleſſings for them all, as being the cauſe of 
ſending me ſooner than otherwiſe I might have gone, to the happy ſtate of Hope for 
the other World. Whither, before 1 go, I bumbly beg pardon of all in this World, 
for whatever in thoughts, words or deeds [ have commirted to offend them,or omitted 
to do for them, by which any thing mighc have been mended in them, or my ſelf, I 
beſeech God to bleſs them all. 


I beſcech God to bleſs alſo all @& F 3 and temporal ; all Benefaftors ; 
and all by whom I have receiv or evil,/Þy words, deeds or deſires. 


I beſcech God to bleſs all thoſe of whom I ever had care or charge ſpiritually or 
temporally. 


I beſcech God bleſs his Holy Catholick Church, and our chief Biſhop thereof, with 
all other Biſhops, Prieſts and Clergy. 


I beſeech God bleſs this Nation,and unite all amongſt themſelves and toGod,in true 
RS gen CO ener err ES — 


I beſcech God to bleſs His Majeſties Privy Council and-make all the ſecrets of their 
hearrs and their defires ſuch, as that both Charles our King on earth, and God our great 
King in Heaven and Earth, may be ſerv'd, pleas'd and honour'd by them, that men and 
Angels may rejoyce at it now, and be publick witneſs of ic at the laſt great day, at 
the great and laſt Council Table, where every ſecret ſhall be laid open, Luke 1 2. as Sole- 
mon laith, Eccleſ. ult. when God will bring into judgment every ſecret thing, whether it be 


good or evil, 
I beſcech 


(8s) 

I beſeech God to bleſs the Parliament now Elect, and be {@ preſeht with them when 
they ſit ro judge and diſcuſs the Cauſes of this Nation,they may imitate the Aſſembly 
of thoſe that are to fit upon the Twelve Thrones at the laſt great Aſſembly, that they 
may now judge or determinate of rhings no otherwiſe than they hope or fear then to 
be judged themſelves, and determined of to all eternity. 


I beſeech God to bleſs all that ſuffer in this Perſecution, and let the bleſſing expreſt 
in the 126th Pſalm light upon them ſpeedily, that God turning their Captivity, all 
mouths may be filled with joys, and tongues with ſingings. Convert, O Lord,our Cap- 
tivity, as ſtreams in the South, that thoſe who now ſowe in tears, may reap in joy z 
and for this temporal death, O bleſſed Trinity, give me eternal life ; let my Body dye 
to the World for the love of thee, that my Soul may live for eyer, and loye in thee 
my God and dear Redeemer Az, Sweet Jeſus Amen, 


